
U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) is the primary 
federal agency responsible for securing America’s borders. This 
includes the protection of intellectual property rights, which 
guards against the infringement of U.S. patents, copyrights, 
and trademarks.  At the border, CBP is authorized to exclude, 
detain, seize, forfeit, and ultimately destroy imported 
merchandise that infringes federally registered and recorded 
trademarks and copyrights and/or is covered by an exclusion 
order or Seizure and Forfeiture Order (SFO) issued by the U.S. 
International Trade Commission.

There are several steps you can take to partner with CBP to 
help protect your intellectual property rights-

STEP 1:	 Read these publications which explain in detail 
how to work with CBP to protect your intellectual property:

	 How to Work with CBP to Protect Your Intellectual 
Property

	 CBP Enforcement of Intellectual Property Rights--	
Informed Compliance Publication

STEP 2:	 Record your registered trademark and/or copyright 	
	 with CBP.

Holders of registered trademarks and copyrights concerned 
about imports or exports of infringing goods should record 
their trademarks and copyrights with U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP).  A right holder can begin the recordation 
process on IPRR. Preview the Trademark application and the 
Copyright application.  Patents may not be recorded with CBP 
for border enforcement protection; however, patent owners 
may be entitled to exclusion of infringing imports into United 
States under Section 337 of the Tariff Act of 1930.
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PROTECTION (CBP)

https://www.stopfakes.gov/welcome
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbp.gov%2Ftrade%2Fpriority-issues%2Fipr%2Fprotection&data=04%7C01%7CBenjamin.Hardman%40trade.gov%7Cd2a516084b48497c501e08d8df60c78c%7Ca1d183f26c7b4d9ab9945f2f31b3f780%7C1%7C1%7C637504954068446014%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Np%2BbzCs2WyoJ2MTwxedDRklEzNIY6q5mJ6Ro%2FhXtuHc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbp.gov%2Ftrade%2Fpriority-issues%2Fipr%2Fprotection&data=04%7C01%7CBenjamin.Hardman%40trade.gov%7Cd2a516084b48497c501e08d8df60c78c%7Ca1d183f26c7b4d9ab9945f2f31b3f780%7C1%7C1%7C637504954068446014%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Np%2BbzCs2WyoJ2MTwxedDRklEzNIY6q5mJ6Ro%2FhXtuHc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbp.gov%2Fdocument%2Fpublications%2Fcbp-enforcement-intellectual-property-rights&data=04%7C01%7CBenjamin.Hardman%40trade.gov%7Cd2a516084b48497c501e08d8df60c78c%7Ca1d183f26c7b4d9ab9945f2f31b3f780%7C1%7C1%7C637504954068446014%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=FBfh0Ox9NqzirTwGGJLQlZMlEEcv%2Bh%2FOINGISEN66mw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbp.gov%2Fdocument%2Fpublications%2Fcbp-enforcement-intellectual-property-rights&data=04%7C01%7CBenjamin.Hardman%40trade.gov%7Cd2a516084b48497c501e08d8df60c78c%7Ca1d183f26c7b4d9ab9945f2f31b3f780%7C1%7C1%7C637504954068446014%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=FBfh0Ox9NqzirTwGGJLQlZMlEEcv%2Bh%2FOINGISEN66mw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.cbp.gov%2Fe-recordations%2F&data=04%7C01%7CBenjamin.Hardman%40trade.gov%7C86dac3454afd45a7f76908d8de66bc0c%7Ca1d183f26c7b4d9ab9945f2f31b3f780%7C1%7C1%7C637503880116541637%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=m4AAeGo%2Br7YhJa3oB20c4AZD3gTuwsTp9puAyWdJ0oY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.cbp.gov%2Fe-recordations%2Fdocs%2Ftrademark_Application.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CBenjamin.Hardman%40trade.gov%7C86dac3454afd45a7f76908d8de66bc0c%7Ca1d183f26c7b4d9ab9945f2f31b3f780%7C1%7C1%7C637503880116541637%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2BZUpbyEP17iGp1R0fVeivot68D97ouCe%2B0kOfwqIgwM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.cbp.gov%2Fe-recordations%2Fdocs%2FCopyright_Application.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CBenjamin.Hardman%40trade.gov%7C86dac3454afd45a7f76908d8de66bc0c%7Ca1d183f26c7b4d9ab9945f2f31b3f780%7C1%7C1%7C637503880116551596%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=B4vGeYS5tMkj6FPazV8ywcafUQs5CG4lNqIm5jc1CMQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stopfakes.gov%2Fus-gov-agencies%2Fus-international-trade-commission&data=04%7C01%7CBenjamin.Hardman%40trade.gov%7C86dac3454afd45a7f76908d8de66bc0c%7Ca1d183f26c7b4d9ab9945f2f31b3f780%7C1%7C1%7C637503880116551596%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=L7AWrnWyCSsNqoVQBhk2SiCuiErwyHkv9Br3GueuWqA%3D&reserved=0


STEP 3:	 Educate CBP personnel about your intellectual 
property by developing a Product ID Guide 
(Training Guide) and producing a Product ID 
Webinar.

STEP 4:	 Provide updated information to CBP so that 	
	 CBP knows about changes to your products, 	
	 intellectual property or contact information 	
	 (IPRS). You can search the IPR database containing 	
	 public versions of CBP IPR recordation. Requests 	
	 for changes to the information contained in a 	
	 recordation should be made on company 	
	 letterhead and provided to IPRRQuestions@cbp.	
	 dhs.gov.

STEP 5:	 Submit any actionable intelligence that you have 
regarding suspect shipments or infringing parties 
to CBP through e-Allegations.

Questions about CBP’s recordation program should be sent to 
IPRRQuestions@cbp.dhs.gov.

https://www.commerce.gov/bureaus-and-offices/ita
http://stopfakes.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbp.gov%2Fdocument%2Fguidance%2Fipr-product-id-training-guide&data=04%7C01%7CBenjamin.Hardman%40trade.gov%7C86dac3454afd45a7f76908d8de66bc0c%7Ca1d183f26c7b4d9ab9945f2f31b3f780%7C1%7C1%7C637503880116551596%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=WOaApmdZaD6pGeLKLF5CDfdfqlo7GS8%2FMzW1fR%2B%2BnmQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbp.gov%2Ftrade%2Fpriority-issues%2Fipr%2Fwebinar&data=04%7C01%7CBenjamin.Hardman%40trade.gov%7C86dac3454afd45a7f76908d8de66bc0c%7Ca1d183f26c7b4d9ab9945f2f31b3f780%7C1%7C1%7C637503880116561552%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=kXYVTTou8PrCcMPZFFii3ahTulR2Mdl3mQUmvGEhXOI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbp.gov%2Ftrade%2Fpriority-issues%2Fipr%2Fwebinar&data=04%7C01%7CBenjamin.Hardman%40trade.gov%7C86dac3454afd45a7f76908d8de66bc0c%7Ca1d183f26c7b4d9ab9945f2f31b3f780%7C1%7C1%7C637503880116561552%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=kXYVTTou8PrCcMPZFFii3ahTulR2Mdl3mQUmvGEhXOI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fiprs.cbp.gov%2F&data=04%7C01%7CBenjamin.Hardman%40trade.gov%7C86dac3454afd45a7f76908d8de66bc0c%7Ca1d183f26c7b4d9ab9945f2f31b3f780%7C1%7C1%7C637503880116561552%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=XuuHPylnnOBU4IxShzNsAxg9%2B24V2mAufGxz2nqwXgE%3D&reserved=0
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