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RECORDING YOUR IPR WITH  

U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION 



2 

 

CBP has the legal authority to detain (suspend 

release), seize, forfeit, and destroy IPR 

infringing goods with respect to trademarks 

and copyrights: imported, exported, or in-

transit (transshipped or in-bond movement) 

goods. 

CBP’S IPR-RELATED AUTHORITY 
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TERMINOLOGY 

 

• Registration relates to the official act of filing (1) a 
trademark with the U.S. Patent & Trademark office, or 
(2) a copyright with the U.S. Copyright Office for a 
federal registration. 

 

• Recordation refers to bringing a valid, federally 
registered right (trademark or copyright) to CBP (IPR 
Branch at Headquarters) in order to protect against the 
importation of infringing goods. 19 CFR § 133.1, et seq. 

  

• Distinction: Seizure is not always possible of goods that 
violate unrecorded rights. 
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Importance of Recordation 

• The legal authorities for detaining, seizing 

and forfeiting merchandise are different 

depending on whether the trademark or 

copyright is recorded with CBP. 

• Recorded trademarks and copyrights are 

afforded more protection than those that 

are unrecorded. 

 

IMPORTANCE OF RECORDATION 



• Increased CBP Enforcement: 
 

– CBP’s policy is to focus on enforcement 

of recorded rights 

– Greater scope of protection against 

confusingly similar marks and use of the 

related goods doctrine 

5 

BENEFITS OF RECORDATION 



• Stronger Seizure Authority 

 

– Enforcement is in rem, not in personem, 

meaning that action is taken against the 

goods themselves, not an individual. 

– Accordingly, intent does not need to be 

established  
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BENEFITS OF RECORDATION, 

CONT. 



• Right holders are notified of information 

regarding the importer, exporter, and 

foreign manufacturer of infringing 

merchandise 

• Penalties may be assessed against 

importers as a deterrent to future 

violations 
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BENEFITS OF RECORDATION, 

CONT. 
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THREE ELECTRONIC SYSTEMS 

Electronic databases are administered 

by the IPR Branch in Regulations & 

Rulings, Office of International Trade 

 

Telephone No.: 202-325-0020 

Facsimile No.: 202-325-0153 

HQIPRBRANCH@dhs.gov 

iprr.questions@dhs.gov 

  

mailto:HQIPRBRANCH@dhs.gov
mailto:iprr.questions@dhs.gov
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SYSTEM 1: Information Collection in Application 

 

 

 

SYSTEM 2:  CBP internal web site for law enforcement 

 

 

 

SYSTEM 3: CBP publicly searchable web site 

 

 

 

http://iprs.cbp.gov/index.asp
https://apps.cbp.gov/iprs/index.asp
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RECORDATION PROCESS 

• Right holder enters information into an electronic 
database, called IPRR.  

 

• Law enforcement sensitive information is only made 
available to CBP personnel in an internal database, 
called IPRiS. 

 

– CBP uses this information to monitor shipments to prevent 
importation and exportation of infringing goods, nationwide.  

 

• Only some of this information is made available to the 
public in a searchable database online, called IPRS. 
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SYSTEM 1: e-RECORDATION VIA 

“IPRR” 

 

https://apps.cbp.gov/e-recordations/ 
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Benefits of IPRR 

• Elimination of paper application and copy of the 

certificate issued by the registering agency 

(USPTO or the Copyright Office). 

• Payment by credit card, check or money order 

• Ability to upload images of the protected work or 

trademark, thus eliminating the need to send 

samples to CBP. 

• Reduced time from filing of the application to 

enforcement by field personnel.   

BENEFITS OF IPRR 
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Important On-line Recordation 

Points 

• IPRR is only used for “new” recordations 

• Renewal requests are submitted via email 
to: iprr.questions@dhs.gov 

• Since CBP is not requiring the registration 
certificate at the time of filing, right holder 
must retain such certificate and be 
prepared to provided it to CBP upon 
request.  

• Credit card payment required.  

IMPORTANT ONLINE RECORDATION 

POINTS 

mailto:iprr.questions@dhs.gov
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SYSTEM 2: IPRIS INTERNAL SEARCH 

SYSTEM 
 

    

 

 

 

IPRiS: Intellectual Property Rights 

(internal) Search system 
 

https://apps.cbp.gov/iprs/index.asp
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IPR Product Identification Sample 

Guide available at: 

 

http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/trade/priority_tra

de/ipr/legal/training_guide/ 
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PRODUCT ID GUIDES 

http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/trade/priority_trade/ipr/legal/training_guide/
http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/trade/priority_trade/ipr/legal/training_guide/
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IPRS: Intellectual 

Property Rights Search 

SYSTEM 3: IPRS PUBLIC DATABASE  

http://iprs.cbp.gov/index.asp
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• Online system to report illegal import and export 

activity 

•  Confirmation e-mail sent    

• Trade violations may also be reported by calling 

1-800-BE-ALERT.  

• To be used only to report illegal trade activity, 

such as quota circumvention or misclassification 

of imports, intellectual property rights 

infringement, and health and safety issues. 

 

 

e-ALLEGATIONS 
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BUILDING EFFECTIVE RELATIONSHIPS 

WITH PRIVATE SECTOR 

We both have a vested interest: 

 

Government – protection of the revenue 

and health and safety concerns 

 

Industry – brand protection and market 

share 
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• Right holders are responsible for notifying CBP if 
there is a change in ownership or change in 
name of the owner 

• Right holders are responsible for renewing their 
recordations 

• Right holders are responsible for updating their 
contact information  

• Right holders are responsible for updating the 
class of goods, licensees and countries of 
manufacture of a recordation 

PARTICIPATION OF  

RIGHT HOLDERS 
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QUESTIONS? 



 

Alaina van Horn 
Attorney-Advisor, Intellectual Property Rights Branch 

Office of International Trade, Regulations and Rulings 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection 

799 9th Street N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20229 

Phone: 202-325-0083 

Fax: 202-325-0153 

Alaina.VanHorn@dhs.gov 
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THANK YOU 

mailto:Alaina.VanHorn@dhs.gov
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