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Top 8 Actions for IP in China  



Top 7 Actions for China IPR 
• Register your IP in China 

• Do raids!  

• Clean up Internet sites  

• Scout Trade Fair for infringement  

• Stop shipment at borders 

• Freedom to Operate  

• Drop fear of court 

• Act in groups 



No. 1 Register Your IP in China 

 
• Trademark 

• Patents  

• Design patents 

• Copyright 

• Plant Variety Rights 

 



Trademark Squatting   
 

 



Latest Examples 

•   



Again, why? 

• IP is territorial  

• If you don’t, your competitors, Chinese or non-Chinese will   

• Your patents may become a huge leverage when dealing with 
big size competitors 

 



Important tips on developing IP 
portfolio 

 
• File as early as possible 
• Protecting your marks in Chinese characters 
• Patent filing: Translation, translation and translation 
• Be careful about what was submitted/stated to the 

patent office during the patent examination stage 
• Be mindful about what you did with the counterparts in 

US and EU 
 



No. 2 Do the raids! 

• Three major ways for enforcement  
– Criminal (relying on police)  
– Civil (IP owners file the lawsuits) 
– Administrative (Requesting government authorities to raid) 

• Cost efficient 
• Lacking deterrence 
• Incompetent in dealing with large scale infringements 

 



No. 3 Clean Up Internet Sites 
 

• Internet shopping is thriving in China 
• IP owners have been pressing large trading platform such as 

www. taobao.com, through cease and desist letters and civil 
actions 
 



No. 4   Scouting Trade Fairs For 
Infringement  

• Infringers often display 
infringing items at Trade 
fairs 

• IPR protection actions 
available at trade fairs 

• Three ways to protect your 
Designs 
– Design patent – 10 year 

validity 
– Copyright protection as 

“applied art” 
– Trade dress under the 

unfair competition law 

 



No. 5    Stop Counterfeits at Borders 

• Customs inspect both 
imported and exported 
goods for IP infringement 

• You need to record your 
rights 

• Bond is to be paid 

 



A Word about Anti-Counterfeiting 
Strategy 

 

• It takes stamina and persistence to deal with counterfeiting 
and piracy  

• Don’t hope it can be resolved overnight 

• It is part of the competition in the market  

• You can never give it up  
• Select and win the cases you can win 

 



No. 6  Clear Risks of Infringement   



No. 7: Drop Fear of Court 

• Move beyond suspicions 
and worries 

• Fast growing number of IP 
disputes 

• Increasing efficiency of 
court adjudication of patent 
cases 

• A maturing body of IP 
judges that are keen to 
learn 

• Ongoing updated rules and 
regulations 
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Examples  
 
Strix won damages up to US$ 1.4 million in invention patent 

litigation 
 

 
 



Examples  

Neoplan won damages close to US$ 4 million in a design patent 
case 

 



No. 8   Act in Groups  

• Gaining attention from government at all levels 

• Diplomatic efforts are important 

• Potential for government lobbying 
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